Newsletter



Ways in which you can keep updated about

Llanddowror Village Association activities

e Visit the Village Notice board to see minutes of
monthly meetings

e Read the Newsletter to be distributed twice a year

e Look at Llanddowror Community Facebook page

e Attend LLanddowror Village Association monthly
meetings




About Llanddowror Village Association

The Village Association meets on the first Wednesday of each month at 7pm in the Village
Hall. All villagers are encouraged to attend. This will give people the opportunity to know
first-hand what is being proposed for activities and future village events. Lianddowror
Village Association has been active for many years with the purpose of:

e Promoting and encouraging community cohesion and good fellowship amongst
residents of Llanddowror.

e It does this by organising and supporting social and sporting pastimes and
encouraging residents to participate in these.

To work towards these goals, the Village Association and other Llanddowror residents
contribute to the support, maintenance and upgrading of the Pocket Park, the Village
Pound and other village amenities. The Village Association also focusses on the
-organisation of Village events. Typically, over the course of a year, these free events will

include:

e APartyinthe Park in May A Village Funday/Fete in July
e Village Fireworks in November  Santa’s Sleigh Ride in December

All of the above activities require funding.

How Llanddowror Village Association Generates and Spends Funds

One of the main ways in which funds are generated is by renting out Village marquees,
tables, and chairs for local activities. This involves a group of hard-working volunteers
erecting and dismantling this equipment at local venues. All of this equipment needs
maintaining, renewing, and storing. The Village Association has purchased a dedicated
trailer for carriage and storage purposes. Another substantial source of income is the
funding received from Pendine Wind Farm who generously support local communities.
The Association also pursues funding from other local bodies for example Llanddowror
and Llanmiloe Community Council. Without these sources of income, the Village
Association would not be able to support the above Village activities.

The largest source of investment and spending of funds continues to be supporting village
activities and enhancing the village environment for all. For example, money has been
spent on the Pocket Park and on plaques celebrating the history of the village. It is also
spent on community events including: the purchase of fireworks for Fireworks Night, and
the hiring of a Band, a Bouncy Castle, and children’s activities for the Funday.



The Pocket Park News

Upkeep of the Park

After falling into neglect for a few years, the Village Pocket Park was rejuvenated during
COVID and the enforced restrictions of Lockdown when many more people started to
enjoy walking and being outside. Since then, there has been more interest in the upkeep
of the park and in visiting the park by both young and old. As owners of the park,
Llanddowror Village Association has contributed to this upkeep and enhancement by
erecting a new fence, supporting maintenance, acquiring funds to purchase the New
Fence, Park Benches, Picnic Tables and also the Children’s Train. The funding towards
some of these expensive items has been obtained via bids made to and granted by the
Cynog Wind Farm Fund.

Plans for Improvement

As a result of a bid made to the Park Cynog Fund this year, the Village Association has
been granted £2000 for the materials to build a new and extended concrete patio area
which will be 2000mm higher than the existing patio slabs. The present slabbed area
floods every Winter leaving a thick residue of mud over the slabs, the park furniture and
also in the old park shed. Elevating this patio section of the park will hopefully minimise
the mess caused by Winter flooding.

Work Undertaken to Date

In order to prepare for a new slab, a working group has already demolished the existing,
dangerous rusty old shed and appropriately relocated or disposed of its contents. Ongoing
work will now be undertaken by volunteers from the Village Association to tackle further
preparatory work before constructing a wooden frame and laying the new concrete slab.

Plans for Future Development

A future stage of the proposed Park Improvement Project will be to build a large wooden
pergola on the new slab. This will be a covered and partially enclosed structure and will
allow people to sit or picnic in the park in inclement weather. Funding will be pursued to
undertake this further development.

More information regarding these plans for the Pocket Park will be posted in due course
on the Village Notice Board and on Llanddowror Community Facebook page.



About The Parc Cynog Fund

The fund was established in 2011 through the Community Benefit Fund of Pendine Wind
Farm. This is owned by European Energy Development Ltd. It is managed by community
representatives.

The mission of the fund is to make grants to assist in inspiring community welfare and
cohesion and to provide social, economic, and environmental benefits to the local
communities of Eglwys Cummin, Laugharne, Llanddowror, Llanmiloe and Pendine.

Benefits received by Llanddowror from the Parc Cynog Fund

Over the years the Parc Cynog Fund has supported Llanddowror by providing substantial
amounts of funding for which Llanddowror Village Association is very grateful.

A Few Examples of items that Parc Cynog has granted funds for are:

e Defibrillator Pads

¢ A Sound System for entertainment events

e A new Marquee (to hire out and generate more income for the village)
e Tables and Chairs

e Picnic Tables and a Children’s Train for the Pocket Park

e A new fence for the Pocket Park (to replace the old dangerous one)

e A Memorial Plaque in memory of Griffith Jones

Recent Funding received from the Parc Cynog Fund

One of the latest bids made to Parc Cynog for 2025 funds was successfully made by
Llanddowror Village Association earlier this year. This was for the material to replace the
old patio area and shed and build a new patio slab in the Pocket Park.



Cantorion Llanddowror- All about us!

By Julie Lakey

We are a group of people who like to sing, socialise and enjoy making music together. Our
aim is to sing songs which feel good to sing and which sound good to listen to.

| took over as musical director a couple of years ago, and had very little experience of
running a choir of this sort. However, | do have a lot of experience with school choirs,
being in a choir and teaching music performance B tech in school.

So it’s been a big learning curve for me and the choir as we have striven to make our
music more fun with a nearly complete change of the songs from previous years. | play my
guitar, sometimes, piano. We also have drums, etc, played by choir members. More fun!

We meet every Wednesday in St Teilo's Church in Llanddowror, at 7.30pm and go on for
about an hour.

Singing is good for you and improves your sense of well being. We start each session with
simple warm ups, voice and body, in order to be ready to sing. It’s also a chance to
practice a few rounds or starter songs. Then we sing songs we already know and practice
new ones. We have a break in the middle to share any news and have a catch up with
each other.

We have space for new members. You don’t need to be an expert singer or to read music
as we help each other learn new parts. We sing some songs in Welsh, but if you don't
know much Welsh, we can help you with that as well.

We have a concert in the summer and a special one at Christmas, where the choir
members give out sausage rolls, cakes, mulled wine, etc, free of charge. We do however,
ask for a donation for charity. The audience is always invited to join in many of our songs.
This year, another local choir Korr Uzz will join us, so we can have a large choir and make a
fantastic sound. The two choirs met in the summer for a concert and it was very well
received. Proposed date Thursday 11" December, 7.30pm.

If you are interested in joining our choir, we start back on Wednesday 1% October and we
would be very happy to meet you. Contact number 07384 231507 (Julie Lakey).



LLanddowror Village Association

Join Us

There is no need to ask to join meetings just come along
to the Village Hall at 7pm on the first Wednesday of
every month

Please note all of the work of Llanddowror Village
Association is voluntary and that any offers of help with
the ongoing work of the association would be very
welcome.




Forthcoming Events

Village Fireworks Night

Friday 7" November
Venue: The Village Hall
Time: 6.30pm

Hot dogs and children’s drinks
provided

Christmas Carols by Cantorian
Llanddowror

Thursday 11" December

Venue: St Teilo’s Church
Llanddowror

Time 7.30

Santa’s Sleigh

Friday 19" December

Venue: Flying through the Village of Llanddowror

Time 6.om




