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Minutes of the normal meeting of Llanddowror and Llanmiloe Community Council
Held Monday 11th September 2023.

Present Cllrs Eric Haines (meeting Chairman), David Howells, Sandra Hewens, Terence Langdon, Nigel Hodson, Leigh Clarkson and one member of the public. 
The Chairman welcomed all to the meeting, and then at his suggestion all held a minute’s silence in acknowledgement of it being the anniversary of the Twin Towers.
1. Apologies.  These were received from Gwyn Owen and County Councillor Jane Tremlett, and accepted.
2. Declarations of personal interests. No interests were declared.
3. Questions from members of the public regarding agenda items.  There was a request for an update on the current enforcement situation in Llanddowror. The Clerk would be contacting the relevant CCC department this week. 
4. Adoption of previous minutes for the normal meeting on 12th June 2023. These were agreed by all, and duly signed by the Chairman.

5. County Councillor’s report: County Cllr Tremlett was not present in the meeting and had not provided a report for it. It was agreed after a discussion that updates from the County Councillor ahead of meetings, along with various other things, would not only help reduce the time matters take to get completed for the community but also improve communication and responsiveness between Carmarthenshire, LLCC and the communities and people we serve.
6. Clerk’s report. The Clerk had previously circulated her report and provided verbal updates on the various matters. She also stated a reply had been received from the member of the public who has voluntarily been maintaining the boundary stones locally. It was agreed that a record should be kept of the stones, including locations and images, on the Council website, also noting his efforts. The Clerk would liaise with the individual concerned. 
7. Matters ongoing from previous minutes:

· Progress report on Meeting Room. The redecoration had not yet started.  A discussion on the future viability of the Meeting Room was then held, with covid and other factors having led to low usage of the facility. It was agreed that the Clerk should do preliminary investigations on how the site could be adapted to improve future use. 
8. New business:

· 20plenty notices.  It was agreed to not purchase any for widespread use in either village initially, but to wait to see the impact of the new speed limits and speed enforcement measures.

At this point Standing Orders were suspended for the discussion with local Police representatives. A summary of what was raised and discussed is at the end of the minutes. 
· Verge cutting. This might be considered again in the October meeting – there was no agreement currently on whether LLCC should pay for verge cutting when it should already be done by CCC. 
· A4066 hedges and trees. After recent incidents safety was a real concern on that road. The Clerk to raise concerns with Cllr Tremlett and also contact Laugharne Council regarding the incidents on the border of the two areas, to ask if they wish to jointly approach CC regarding safety measures.

· Meeting Room election booking. This was noted.
· Website – change of terms and conditions. The Clerk stated it was a legal requirement to have a website, and the proposed cost was of comparable value to other website providers. It was agreed to sign up to the cheapest option from the start of October.

· Remembrance events 2023. It was agreed to make a donation as last year to the royal British Legion, and have one wreath per ward, delivered as last year. Cllr Hewens and either Cllr Clarkson or Howells would represent the Council. 

· Llanmiloe Pills. MoD/ Qinetiq would update the Council when they had information the Clerk had been told. There was a meeting on 16th September. CCC Flood department had requested exact locations and images to potentially clear some of the roadside pill themselves, or require the landowner to do so. The Clerk would meet Cllr Hewens to determine some suitable locations. 

· Llanddowror pedestrian warning signs. This request had been passed to CCC, who would review it at the earliest opportunity. 
· Donations. A recent charity walk for Mind was raised – it was agreed to donate £50.00 from the Council. In addition it was agreed to donate £50.00 to each of LVA and LCDA towards the upcoming firework events they would be holding for the communities.
9. Financial Report
The current financial situation was provided to all Cllrs.
a. Income received: £4500.00 precept second tranche. £12.20 toilet box donations.
b. Invoices to pay: 

· Clerk monthly salary and expenses – September. 
· BLC – toilet cleaning September - £64.00.
· HMRC monthly payments – September. 
· Dwr Cymru - £50.00 (direct debit)  for September. 
· Wallgate – handwasher sensors - £98.35 and £108.71 – as agreed in June 2023.

· Mind in relation to the recent fundraising walk from Carmarthen to Llanmiloe - £50.00.
· LVA - £50.00 towards fireworks for a community display.
· LCDA - £50.00 towards fireworks for a community display.
10. Significant correspondence.

· One Voice Wales training opportunities. These were noted.
· Welsh Government email re considering ‘lighting or other measures’ at A477 juncton in June 2023.

· CCC notices re planned 20mph orders.

· CCC Code of Conduct training materials – reviewed by Councillors. 
11. Planning matters.  

PL/06404. Construction of detached garage and equipment Store (Resubmission of PL/05396) Cnwc, Llanddowror, SA33 4HN. Received 7-8-2023.

PL/06393 Discharge of Condition 3 on PL/04456 (Fence Height). 23 Dan Y Bryn, Pendine SA33 4EZ. Received 14-8-23.

PL/05929. Proposed new parking area. Llanmiloe School. Received 4-5-2023, Fully approved 27-6-2023.

SCO/06007 Screening opinion. Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) screening opinion to determine if an EIA is required for the proposed development to install solar panels. MoD, Pendine. Received 26-5-2023 Decision - screenng not required 27-6-2023.

PL/06033. Variation of Condition 1 on W/28331 (Inert landfill, where inert material will be used to raise the level of the site before being returned to agricultural use) - Talfan Farm, St Clears, Carmarthen, SA33 4HJ   Received 23-5-2023. Granted 20-07-2-23
12. Councillors’ reports for information or items for next meeting.
Concern was raised about the early closure of the toilets in Pendine (about 5 or 6pm, even when there is an event on locally going into the evening). This would be directed to PendineCC, or CCC, whoever manages the toilets.
13. Date of next meeting – 9th October 2023.


There being no further business the meeting concluded at 8.58pm
Summary of discussion with local police representatives during this meeting  - this is not part of the official minutes of the meeting
Concerns were raised about issues that were reported multiple times but seemingly no action being taken nor reports back to the complainant – examples included untaxed vehicles remaining on the roadside for months, being an obstruction, reducing sightlines and increase road danger. The police stated it would have been investigated at the time; feedback is provided to victims of crime but not always to third parties. 

Concerns about reckless driving through the village by contractors or workers, including visible usages of phones whilst at the wheel. If any evidence (dashcam or Ring for example) could be provided to the police that would assist. Details of specific instances, drivers, employers could also be passed to the police who could then follow up with the people concerned directly. 

The speed monitoring cables were still in place – how long would they be there and when would the data be analysed and available? The police stated they did not belong to them – possibly CCC’s or GoSafe’s.  This would be checked. 
There are no specific times/days when the PCSOs patrol either village, they cover a wide rural area and add extra focus on hot spots as determined by reports received of concerns or incidents. Hence the importance of the public reporting online or via 101 any concerns. It was stated that 101 can mean waiting on the phone for 20 minutes or more, which is off-putting to people. Central recording of incidents in this way meant that they did not get lost or delayed by individuals being off sick or on holiday, and so that a broader picture of areas can be obtained, possibly leading to an area then getting more patrols and specific locations / situations being targeted. 
It was agreed that the police would attend the 11th December meeting in Llanmiloe Resource Centre. 

Signed      ______________________  (Chair) as a true record of the meeting. Date:________


